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   The Thirteen Colonies were 
British territories founded on 
the Atlantic coast of North 
America. When, after many 
years, Great Britain levied 
taxes on imports like sugar 
and tea, the colonists rebelled.



   To help collect taxes, 
British soldiers are stationed 
in Boston, Massachusetts. 
When a mob harasses the 
soldiers, they fire into the 
crowd, killing five citizens. 
The Boston Massacre enrages 
colonists.



   To protest the tax on tea, 
colonists dressed as Mohawk 
Indians board three British 
ships and throw the tea into 
the Boston Harbor. The 
Boston Tea Party angers 
the King.



   King George III and 
Parliament respond by closing 
the port until the East India 
Company is repaid for the tea. 
They send General Thomas 
Gage to take control of 
Massachusetts colony.



   In 1775, having heard that 
colonists are organizing a 
revolt, Gage sends soldiers 
to search for weapons in 
Concord. His men and the 
Lexington militia fire on each 
other. The Revolutionary War 
has begun.



   To secure control of Boston, 
the British cross the Charles 
River and drive the rebels 
out of their fortified camp on 
Breed’s Hill.



   The newly named 
commander of the American 
forces, George Washington, 
aims 43 captured cannons at 
Boston. The British and 
Loyalists abandon the city and 
sail away. 



   At the Continental Congress, 
meeting in Philadelphia, 
Thomas Jefferson presents a 
Declaration of Independence 
from Great Britain. It 
proclaims the creation of a 
new nation: the United States 
of America.



   On July 4, 1776, the 
document is adopted by 
Congress. It says that all men 
are created equal and that our 
God-given rights include Life, 
Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness.



   A new flag is created for the 
new nation. The 13 white stars 
on a blue field and 13 red and 
white stripes stand for the 
original 13 states.



   The British Redcoats sang a 
song called “Yankee Doodle” 
to mock the Americans. The 
Americans sang their own 
version to mock the Redcoats.




